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 Keeping Christ in Christmas and the New Year  
     This time every year as soon as the department stores, internet and hobby stores begin decorating and advertising, I 

hear statements such as, “Let’s Keep Christ in Christmas” and “Jesus is the Reason for the Season.”      Of course, while 

they have become a cliché, they are absolutely true!  We should keep Christ in Christmas!  Jesus is the reason not only for 

the four weeks of Advent season, but also for the 12 days following the big day which is the actual liturgical season of 

Christmas.  

     Of course, the truth is that nobody can remove Christ from Christmas except us.  The truth is that if Jesus isn’t the 

center of our season, then we have only ourselves to blame.  ***Retired United Methodist Pastor Michael Slaughter says, 

"Every year, we say we're going to cut back, simplify, and have a family Christmas that focuses on the real reason for the 

season - Jesus. But every year, advertisements beckon, the children plead and it seems easier to indulge our wants and 

whims.  Overspending, overeating, materialism and busyness rob us of our peace and joy and rob Jesus of his rightful 

place as the center of our celebration." (Christmas Is Not Your Birthday, back cover.)  

     There have been distractions lately, but during Advent, I hope we will get back to keeping following Jesus as the main 

thing.  Here are a few simple suggestions to help us keeping Christ in Christmas and in our lives throughout the year… 

     First, commit to spending time with God in prayer and daily Bible reading.  The beginning of Advent is a great time to 

begin a daily quiet time.  While there are numerous ways to begin, in the Welcome Center and in the Annex lobby, we 

have copies of The Upper Room Devotionals.  This little book has been used by countless people to nurture their spiritual 

lives.  Another way that I have been reminded of recently is simply to take the Gospel of Luke and beginning on 

December 1
st
, read one chapter daily.  There are 24 chapters and you will complete the life of Christ on Christmas Eve. 

(This will also help you prepare for early 2022. See below.) 
      Second, commit to spending time with Christ's Body, the Church, in worship weekly. We will have beautiful music and 
our sermon series will be called, “The Weary World Rejoices!” which is a line from a favorite Christmas song. In a world 
that is weary, the series will remind us to rejoice because the Savior is come! There are times when we can’t attend, of 
course, but being with our faith family will uplift all of us!    
…..Third, consider giving away as much as you spend on gifts.  Perhaps, that is not what you thought you would hear and maybe that 

sounds extreme as we live through difficult economic times.  Yet, I was first introduced to this idea a number of years ago and have 

tried, not always successfully, to follow through.  It is difficult, but giving to people in need will remind us be thankful for the greatest 

gift of all, Jesus Christ.  

     As we seek to keep Jesus as part of our Advent and Christmas season, Trinity is also beginning to make plans to make certain that 

Jesus is the center of every season of the year.  During the first quarter of 2023, we will study the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  

Each of the first four months of the year, we will study a different Gospel.    During January, we will look at the stories in the Gospel 

of Matthew.  In February, we will study Mark, in March the stories in Luke and in April, the emphases in John.  Each Gospel has a 

different purpose and shares the story of Jesus in a little different way.  Our pastors will highlight the differences and similarities in the 

Gospels, seeking to point us to the Lordship of Jesus.  We will also have devotionals and videos to go along with the series.  I am 

looking forward to this time of learning.  

     At our core, we seek to be followers of Jesus.  This month, as we celebrate his birth, and the first quarter of next year 

as we learn more about his life, death and resurrection, we will come to a greater understanding of who He Is and who He 

calls us to be.                                                                                                                                                        Pastor Stuart 
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                Ushers Needed 
     Please consider joining the Team of Ushers for the 

8:00AM Worship Service.  Normally, we like to have a 

team of spouses, but if you are without a spouse or your 

spouse does not care to join you, that is fine.  We will 

pair you with someone else or have you as an alternate 

in case a substitute is needed. 

     An usher team is usually scheduled one Sunday a 

month.  But, that can change if several are out of town or 

we have special Sundays, holidays, or events.  

     You will be scheduled on a quarterly basis.  You will 

receive an email asking what your availability is for the 

coming quarter about 3 to 4 weeks prior to the next 

quarter.  Upon receiving the replies, a schedule is sent 

out for everyone to review.  It is very easy and everyone 

works together. 

     On your scheduled Sunday, you are asked to arrive 

between 7:15 and 7:30am to perform the pre-service 

duties and to prepare for the arrival of the worshipers.  A 

list of duties is available for new ushers and a checklist 

for those who have served for a while. 

     We really need your help!  Please consider joining 

us.  Call Harley Lemons at 910-352-7174 or email him 

at harley7174@gmail.com. 

 

  

  

 
Christmas Cantata 

     The Sanctuary Choir and Wyckoff Orchestra will 

present their Christmas cantata, “Journey of Promises” 

on Sunday, December 11
th
 at both the 8:00am and the 

11:00am services in the sanctuary. 

     Soloists will be Donna Albertson, Gary Albertson, 

and Sally Spalding.  The Tech Director is Amy Edwards.  

The choir and orchestra are conducted by Robert Marks 

and the drama is directed by Donna Albertson. 

     We hope to see everyone there for this meaningful 

event!  Come early to get a good parking spot and seat! 

                               Bob Marks, Music Ministry Director 

 
 

Stewardship 
     Thank you so much for your continued financial 

support and your 2023 “Estimate of Giving”.  Trinity is 

truly blessed to have such a giving congregation. 

     Your pledges will allow the Finance Committee and 

the Church Council to approve a realistic budget for 

2023 to support all our ministry and mission programs. 

     If you did not submit a pledge for 2023, you can still 

submit your pledge by mail or online at 

www.southporttrinityumc.com.  Every pledge matters 

regardless of the amount. 

     “It does not matter how much you have.  What 

matters is how much you are willing to give from what 

you have.”                                           2 Corinthians 9:12 

                    Kent Wood, 2023 Stewardship Chairperson 

 

 

 

 
A New Ministry is Coming 

     During the Covid pandemic, we became acutely 

aware that we needed a better way to communicate with 

our congregation.  A member would get hospitalized and 

the church did not know it.  Or a member lost his job, 

changed their address, had a child in crisis, etc.  The 

church needs to know if they need help.   

     We are planning a ministry called “Shepherding” to 

fill this need.  The church’s congregation will be divided 

into small flocks and given a shepherd to be responsible 

for caring for the flocks’ needs.  We will begin the 

program this winter.   

     It will involve you!  You may be a shepherd or part 

of a flock!  Watch for information soon. 

                                                                     Joe Loughlin 
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Have a Green Christmas 

from Creation Care 
     Between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, 

household waste increases an average of 25%, 

contributing an additional one million tons to landfills. 

So, how can we reduce this? 

1. Shop smart…think green!  Shop local to help our 

environment and the local community.  Online gifts 

sometimes must travel long distances.   

2. Use LED lights to lower the impact of holiday 

lighting.  Recycle old light strings at our local Lowe’s 

Hardware.  Light strings and cords are also collected at 

the Brunswick County Convenience Centers all year.  

Alternatively, mail old lights to the recycling program, 

Christmas Light Source Recycling Program, 4313 

Elmwood Dr. in Benbrook, TX 76116.  A portion of the 

proceeds of this program goes to “Toys for Tots”.  

Please remove any batteries before mailing.  

3. Artificial trees cannot be recycled.  Can you donate 

your used tree to a neighbor, thrift shop or make wreaths 

or other crafts with it? Do not put tree in the trash. 

4. Choose a live tree. Plant it after the holidays or 

recycle it at the Brunswick County Landfill.  Remove all 

the decorations and lights.   

5. Give a plant.  It may later find a home in the yard or 

garden. 

6. Instead of a traditional card, consider an e-card or 

telephone call. 

7. Find creative alternatives to wrapping paper such as a 

cloth bag, scarf, usable container or regular brown Kraft 

paper, without glitter, which can be recycled. 

8. Give gifts that need no packaging such as entrance 

fees to a local, state, or national park, subscriptions, 

memberships or gift cards.  Give your time by taking 

someone out for a meal, a movie, a concert, a play, to the 

planetarium or the aquarium. 

9. Consider a gift to a charitable organization.  UMCOR 

gives 100% of the funds donated to helping others with 

food, storms and other needs. 

10. Homemade food items such as bread, cookies, chili, 

casseroles, soup, etc are always a hit.  These make great 

“before Christmas” gifts!  Package these gifts in reusable 

non-plastic containers found at your local thrift and 

charitable stores. 

 

11. For children and teens, give books about Creation 

Care, educational games or puzzles.  A gift of your time 

is great!  Share your talents such as making cookies or a 

special dish that has been passed down through your 

family, creating artwork, sewing, knitting, 

woodworking, etc. Go to a movie or play with them, 

visit a playground or hike a nature trail. 

     The Creation Care Team provided four boxes with 

bags at two sites for collection of plastic bottles and cans 

at the November Wooden Boat Show.  We received 

generous donations for the boxed water we offered!  

     On November 22
nd, 

the Creation Care Team presented 

recycling and sustainability information during the 

Southport Nature Fest Lecture Series held at the Indian 

Trail Meeting Hall.  The guest speaker, a NC Coastal 

Federation scientist, gave a presentation on microplastics 

in our oceans and local waterways.  There was much 

discussion around these important topics. 

     A GOAL FOR THE NEW YEAR:  Make a covenant 

to care for God’s creation.  Put a plan in place within 

your home for everyone to follow.  Share your plan with 

others.  

     Thank you for all you do to make our world a better 

place to live. 

                      Faith Sexton and the Creation Care Team 
                          

 

 

 

 
Columbarium Expansion 

     The Columbarium and the Memorial Garden 

expansion project began in September after months of 

planning.  There has been a delay to the project 

completion date due to supply chain and shipping 

problems.  We anticipate the project will be substantially 

completed by early December with the exception of the 

installation of the vertical niche units on the wall.  They 

are expected to be installed in January, 2023.  A 

conceptual artist rendition (thanks to Allie Lull) is 

displayed in Murrow Hall. 

     More information about purchasing space in the new 

niche units will be available in January. If you have any 

questions on the Columbarium expansion, please feel 

free to contact either Kent or Debbie Wood at 910-278-

9666. 

 

 



      Women’s Retreat 
 Experience Fun! 

 Develop Faith! 

 Create Friendships! 
     Calling all Trinity women to get out their 

overnight bags, dust them off and start packing for 

Trinity’s next Women’s Retreat!  
   It is scheduled for March 3-5, 2023, just 3 years after 

our last one ended as the US shut down for COVID.  We 

were all fired up and ready to go out into the world and 

do great things, and now the opportunity has finally 

come for us to renew that spirit again.  

      Camp Rockfish, a United Methodist Camp and 

Retreat Center near Fayetteville, will be our destination 

for two days, from Friday evening through Sunday 

lunch.  We will travel there in the church vans and 

private vehicles.      

     Accommodations in a peaceful woodsy setting will 

be hotel-style, with 2 persons, 2 beds per room with a 

private bathroom, room-controlled HVAC, Wi-Fi and all 

linens furnished.   

     Our meeting room is in the same building with a 

short, level walk to the dining room.  A dynamic retreat 

leader will guide us with inspiration, prayer, stories, 

music and laughter.  

  You are welcome to invite your family and friends to 

join us.  Registration forms are available in the Welcome 

Center and in Murrow Hall.  Please complete them with 

a check payable to Trinity UMC and place them in the 

box in the Welcome Center by December 14
th
. Please 

call Jeanne Gregory at 704 771-6306 with any questions 

you have. 

Sanctuary Flowers                 
The 2023 calendar for altar flowers for the church 

sanctuary is now available in the Welcome Center.   

     Honor a special occasion like a birthday, anniversary, 

birth, graduation or wedding or place flowers in memory 

of a family member or friend on the altar for a chosen 

Sunday.  You may order flowers for delivery from a 

local florist or place them on the altar yourself. 

     An instructional brochure and the sign-up calendar 

are in the Welcome Center which is to the right of the 

Sanctuary. 

 
Clergy and Staff Appreciation 

     No matter how humble or unassuming they may be, 

most people get a warm glow inside when someone says, 

“Thank You” for what they’ve done or expresses 

appreciation simply for who they are.  Trinity’s clergy 

and staff are no exception. 
     It is a time to say “thank you” to the people who may 

be most visible such as preachers, worship leaders, 

music leaders, nursery workers, custodians, etc., who, in 

reality, are on call 24/7 to stand with congregants and 

others, young or older, to offer spiritual support in times 

of confusion and transition, times of heart-wrenching 

sorrow and times of overwhelming joy.  They laugh, cry 

and pray with those whom they shepherd and serve. 

     Here are 15 ways you and all of Trinity can show 

support: 

 Write them a note of thanks for their work and 

their ministry. 

 Pray for them and their family. 

 Offer to take communion to a household 

member or call and check-in with them. 

 Offer to take them out for coffee or lunch. 

 Have the children of the church make cards for 

them. 

 Send them an email with encouragement for 

their work. 

 Offer a prayer for their work on Sunday 

morning. 

 Stick around after worship one Sunday to tidy 

up the sanctuary. 

 Get together with other families in the church to 

treat them and their family to a gift card for a 

meal out. 

 Bring them a treat to enjoy. 

 Publicly support them and encourage your 

fellow church members to do the same. 

 Support their ministry with your prayers, 

presence, gifts, service and witness. 

 Remind and gently encourage them to make 

time for self-care and rest! 

 Encourage them to attend a retreat to renew and 

reset! 

 If they are looking for volunteers, step up and 

get involved.  Say ”YES”! 

                                                 John Kelso, Chair, SPRC 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 

December Birthdays 
1.  Abby Long 

     Melissa Sherrod 

 

2.  Jim Hules 

     Sam Weaver 

 

3.  Dot Harris 

     Barbara Stockbridge-Davidson 

 

4.  Mona Biskup 

     Cathy Keller 

     Bob Morhard 

     Elvira Ruebel-Gilbert 

 

5.  Dustin Lupton 

 

6.  Willow Leete 

 

7.  Deborah Surniak 

 

8.  Preston Frallic 

     Sam Guyton 

     Ryan Laing 

 

9.  Cynthia Amicone 

     Dave Anderson 

     Mercedes King 

     Toini Wilson 

 

10. Beth Clewis 

      Woody Clookie 

 

11. Elaine Hill 

      Evan Jenkins 

      Deborah Mulfinger 

 

12. Titania Methvin 

 

13. Carol Brolley 

      Sonia Reaves 

 

14. Butch Johnson 

 

 

 

15. Carol Carter 

      Kathleen McNamara 

 

16. Linda Koontz 

      Tammy Pierce 

 

17. Chris Brookins 

      Stuart Milton 

 

18. Ellen Dorsett 

      Laura Hutchinson 

      Joanne Naef 

  

19. Dianne Boguskie 

      Bill Furpless 

      Lyle Hayhurst 

      Cheryl Jones 

 

20. Earlene Campbell 

 

21. Michael Flynn 

      Lisa Fosbury 

      Colleen Thede 

 

22. John Magoolaghan 

      Amelia Rankin 

 

23. Todd Beane 

      Linda Jenkins 

      Cade Kasal  

      Eletha Rankin 

 

24. Bill Berry 

      Steve Danford 

      Christopher Wrenn 

 

25. Joe Devine 

 

26. Laney Eagle 

      Bob Gibbs 

 

28. Kenneth Hill 

      Levi Hom 

      Bill Vey 

 

29. CaisonClewis 

      Ed Messmer 

      Gary Pethe 

      Katherine Wooten 

 

30. Judy Matthews 

      David Pryor 

 

31. Ricky Guyton 

 


